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Novice to professional joining together for the joy of woodworking.
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Welcome to version 2018 of Valley
Woodworkers of West Virginia! There
are great things in store for our club this
year as we continue to build on the
accomplishments we’ve made in the
past.
Our membership increased
dramatically last year under the
leadership of Past President Delbert
Johnson and I want to thank him and all
those who volunteered their personal
time, resources, and dedication to the
club. I trust that membership will
continue to increase based on word of
mouth and other outreach activities.

You’re our Greatest Asset
This year, we will promote woodworking
through training, workshops, club
projects, community events, and our flag
ship Christmas Toy Project. We will use
the resources we have at hand and those
contributed by members. Our greatest
asset is you, our club members. So, if
you are new to woodworking we will
teach you how it’s done. If you are a
well-seasoned woodworker, we will seek
your guidance and instruction. Our

Toy Project

meetings this year will take on a theme
of learning. Demonstrations will have an
instructional tone with focus on safety,
what tools are used to complete typical
woodworking tasks and how to use
them. Seasoned woodworkers should
enjoy the refresher-course (if you will)
and the opportunity to flex their
woodworking muscle by sharing their
knowledge and experience during
demonstrations. By the end of the year,
new woodworkers should feel
comfortable taking the safety course and
test, so they can become sawdust
makers and participate in future
projects. The best way to learn is by
doing.

Events of Interest

2018 Club Projects
This we have many new exciting projects, please
consider participating.

We hope to continue with other club
activities like trips to woodworking
shows, expos, lumber mills, sales, shop
tours, the club picnic, Christmas dinner,
etc.
As I said, you are our greatest
asset. Please join me in sharing as much
of you as you are able.

Support VWWV
New fundraising opportunities have been set up to
support the club including Amazon Smile and Kroger
Community Rewards.
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2018 Dues are Due!
Once again annual membership to
the Valley Woodworkers of West
Virginia begin anew every January.
Remember dues are a main source of
income for the club, so please be
timely and generous with your dues.
As always, we have various levels of
membership to our club.:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Benefactor $160
Junior $10
Patron $260
Regular $60
Sawdust maker $110
Senior $55
Woodworker Plus $135

A description of each level of
membership can be found on the club
website. www.valleywoodworker.org

A $10.00 deduction can be made
to the amount due if the payment
is made prior to January 31, 2018.

Your check should be
made payable to
Valley Woodworkers
of WV
You can always renew
your membership at
the club meetings on
the second Thursday of
the month.

Or mail it to:
Peter Howell
VWWV Treasurer
23 Edgewood Drive
Hurricane, WV 25526
*Reminder you must be at least a sawdust
maker to participate in any club projects,
including the toy projects at the clubhouse.

WE’RE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
Note that all membership dues and
contributions made to the Valley Woodworkers
of West Virginia are tax deductible as 'gifts to a
501(c)(3) charitable organization'.
PETER HOWELL TREASURER

304-757-3997 office
304-550-2195 Cell

A note from our Workshop Director
By Peter Howell

If the wide belt sander does not start,
please check to see that the air is
turned on.

Air pressure is used to tension the
abrasive belt on the wide belt
sander. This brings the belt tight
against the rubber drive roller so that
the abrasive belt rotates. There have
been three occasions where the
operator forgot to turn on the air prior
to starting the drive roller and
conveyor belt and proceeding to sand
a board. When this happens, the
abrasive belt, being loose, gets
tangled up and may break. The
rubber drive roller gets scored by the
abrasive belt creating grooves in it. In
order to get effective sanding, the
rubber drive roller needs to be machined

round and smooth again; which I have
done each time this occurred.
It is understandable that someone would
forget to turn the air on. Therefore, I
have installed a low air pressure switch
that interlocks with the control system
so that neither the drive roller nor the
feed conveyor will start if the air is not
first turned on. You do not need to do
anything for this interlock to be
active. It is always energized and will
automatically activate when needed. If
the unit will not start, check to see that
the air is turned on.

VALLEY WOODWORKERS OF WEST VIRGINIA

JANUARY 2018

VOLUME 28 ISSUE 1

MEETINGS

Meeting Agenda

Every 2nd Thursday
The next meeting of the Valley
Woodworker of West Virginia
will be on

January 11,2018 6:30 PM
at the club headquarters,
300 12th St Dunbar.

Each meeting will feature different topics and speakers following a
similar agenda:
Welcome New Member & Guest
Announcements
Old Business

VWWV Online
Our Website:
www.valleywoodworkers.org
On Facebook:
www.facebook.com/groups/ValleyWWV/

FUN FACTS

New Business
Show and Tell
Break Refreshments to be provided by Rebecca Martin
Demonstration

The December meeting included election of 2018 officers
(meet them on page 4),and acceptance of official 2018
budget (see our website for a copy.)
The raffle netted $95.
Oscar Ratliff provided delicious refreshments. Thanks!
Two generous donations from AEP and Gary Olerud were
received. Thank you very much!

DOVETAIL
The dovetail joint dates back to the first dynasty of
ancient Egypt and has been found in furniture that was
entombed with mummies from that era. The dovetail
joint has also been found in the tombs of classical
Chinese emperors.

23,000
The world is home to more than 23,000 different
kinds of trees.

WE’RE IN THE STARS!
According to Google reviews we
are a 5-star group!
Please help us stay that way by
leaving us a review.

Bob Edwards presented a great demonstration on the
advantages of using a shooting board.
Show and Tell
STEVE TRACEY WON THE GIFTCARD FOR DECEMEBER. EVERY MONTH A NAME WILL BE
DRAWN FROM THOSE WHO BRING SOMETHING FOR SHOW AND TELL. YOU COULD BE
THE NEXT WINNER, BUT ONLY WHEN YOU BRING A PROJECT TO SHARE

The Valley Woodworkers of West Virginia Monthly Newsletter is published by The
Valley Woodworkers of West Virginia, Inc. for the purpose keeping its members and
affiliates informed of club activities and news. If you have a suggestion for an article,
have an item for sale or a comment for the VWWV Monthly Newsletter, please
email them to Carin Clark, Secretary and Newsletter Editor, at:
clarkcarin@gmail.com
Valley Woodworkers of West Virginia, Inc. is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization formed in
1991 for individuals interested in Woodworking and serving the community through
woodworking. Membership is open to everyone interested in woodworking as a hobby or
profession, regardless of skill level.
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2018 Club Officers
Per our bylaws, our 2018 club
officers were elected during the
December club meeting. The
officers were unanimously
accepted upon a motion to accept
the recommendations from the
nomination committee.

Nancy Davidson, Vice
President Membership

We are excited to make this the
best year ever for the Valley
Woodworkers. Please have
patience with us as we adjust to
your new roles in the club and we
welcome all questions,
comments, concerns or
recommendations you may have.

Tim Fitzwater, Librarian
Peter Howell Treasurer/Shop
Director

Bruce Martin President
Allan McNeel, First Vice President
Carin Clark Secretary/Newsletter
Editor

Andy Sheetz Vice President Toy
Committee
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Make a better Newsletter
During 2018 we’d like the expand the
features of our monthly newsletter
to include article of interests written
by members and an area to get to
know our members a little better. To
that end, we request that you help
out our brand-new newsletter editor
by submitting articles and brief
biographies about yourself.
If you are not much of a writer, but
still would like to contribute please
let Carin know, she would be happy
to write up a quick biography for
you!

You can contact Carin at:
Clarkcarin@gmail.com
304-208-5661

Support VWWV
As we all know, quality
woodworking is not cheap. To
keep our clubhouse up and to
continue to provide hundreds of
toys to the salvation army each
Christmas, we need to increase
our income. We have set up
passive fundraising campaigns
with two popular stores: Amazon

and Kroger. As a
passive campaign you
need only to sign up on
the store’s website once
and then shop as you
normally would, and
Amazon and Kroger will
send Valley
Woodworker’s a
donation check
equivalent to a small
portion of your
purchases. There
are links on our
website to help you, your
family, your friends, your
neighbors and anyone else
you think will help!
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JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP & LEARNING!

2018 Club Projects
Every year, the Valley Woodworkers sponsor
woodworking training sessions referred to as
Club Projects. Several projects are available
for each Club Member to make. The projects
are varied and range from simple items to
more advanced projects. For each project,
detailed plans and written instructions are
provided. Instructors are present to assist in
making the projects. The instruction, and
guidance provided is such that even a novice
can make an advanced object. The primary
purpose of the Club Projects is to teach
woodworking skills. However, there is more
to it than that. Everybody works together as
a group and there is a lot of sharing of
experiences and stories told. It is a relaxed
atmosphere where everyone works at their
own pace. The

Club Projects are
held every Monday night from
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm and the
third Saturday of each month
from 8;00 am to 5:00 pm. If you

The first class will be held on
Saturday, January 20, 2018 at
8:00 am – 5:00 pm

3D Cutting Board
Tuition $30
Instructor: Peter Howell

Shop Stool
Tuition $50
Instructor: Bruce Martin

miss a class, it is not a big deal. The
instructors will work with you to help you
catch up.
There is a tuition charge for each project
based on the complexity of the project. The
tuition is used to help offset the utility and
maintenance costs associated with the
classes. All of the instructors are volunteers.
Due to Club safety regulations, all
participants must be Sawdust or higher level
members. Safety training sessions are held
periodically for members so that they may
become Sawdust Makers. The following
pages show the Club projects for 2018. If you
would like to participate, please reply to me
and let me know which project you would
like to do. You may select more than one
project and you can always add additional
projects during the year. Once your tuition is
paid, the drawings and instructions will be
provided to you so that you may gather up
the materials needed. The costs for materials
are included in some of the project
descriptions. These materials are to be
provided by the students. They are not part
of the tuition. The costs for wood are not
included.
The Club has some wood available for sale
that you may use for these projects. Sources
of hardwoods are listed on our website.
You may also make a project from a previous
year.

Drill Press Storage Cabinet
Tuition $40
Instructor: Oscar Ratliff

Blannerhessett Hand Lantern
Tuition $25
Instructor : Peter Howell

Stickley End Table
Salt & Pepper Mills
Tuition $25
Instructor : Peter Howell

Tuition $50
Instructor : Dan Dooley
REMEMBER

The tuition of the projects
does not include materials.

Blanket Chest
Tuition $75
Instructor :John Shafer
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2017 Christmas Toys
The 2017 Christmas toys
were delivered by Peter
Howell, Bruce Davis, Dan
Pleska, Andy Sheets, Kyle
Puterbaugh and Ron Jones.
They delivered 66 alphabet
block sets with wagon, 162
toy cars and trucks, 235 doll
cradles with complete

bedding and 58 Thumping tail beaver pull toys.
Over the past 26 years, the
Valley Woodworkers have
donated 16, 069 toys to the
Salvation Army Christmas
Project. We’d like the
tradition to continue but it
can’t be done by only a few
members. We ask that every
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member try to contribute
this coming year to make
2018 even better.
Andy Sheetz, our toy
committee chairman will be
starting workshops soon.
Please contact him to join in
the fun!
(304) 549-4929
Daf456@yahoo.com
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Events of Interest

The Woodworking
Shows

The International
Woodworking Fair

Jan 19-21, 2018

August 22-25, 2018

Ohio Expo Center
Voincovich Livestock & trade center
717 East 17th Ave
Columbus OH
“At every Woodworking Show there are
over 50 exhibitors that cater to
woodworkers like you. On the show floor
you will find everything you need no
matter what your skill level. If you’re
looking for tools you’ll have access tons of
hand tools, power tools, equipment, jigs,
clamps and gadgets. If you’re looking for
supplies you’ll have access to hardwoods,
sandpaper, blades and more. Come to a
Wood Working Show near you and enjoy
the ultimate one stop woodworking
shopping experience”
www.thewoodworkingshows.com

Festivall
Charleston

Georgia World Congress Center
Atlanta GA

Klingspor
Woodworking
Extravaganza
October 2018
Hickory Metro Convention Center
Hickory, NC
www.woodworkingextravaganza.com

“One of the top woodworking trade shows
in the world for the furniture
manufacturing architectural woodwork,
custom and general woodworking
industries.”
www.iwfatlanta.com

Appalachian Arts
& Craft Fair

The 46th Annual
Dogwood Arts &
Crafts Festival

August 2018

April 13-15, 2018

King coal Beckley Auto Mall Arena
Beckley WV

Big Sandy Superstore Arena
Huntington WV

“West Virginia is abundant with talent and
this talent can be seen and purchased at
the show. Over 100 vendors will show and
sell their creations. Everything from quilts,
to pottery, to sculptures, to wood works.”

“Artists and vendors are featured from all
over the tristate area to showcase and sell
their unique homemade art and craft
specialties.”

June 15-26, 2018
Charleston,WV
“The mission of FestivALL Charleston is to
create, produce and present vibrant arts
experiences and entertainment
opportunities, and also serve as a catalyst
for others in the community to do the
same.”

If you know of any upcoming event
that may be of interest to our
members, please let us know!
Clarkcarin@gmail.com

