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NOVICE TO PROFESSIONAL, JOINING TOGETHER FOR THE JOY OF WOODWORKING.  IN THIS ISSUE 

Valley Woodworkers of West 
Virginia was formed in 
February 1991 as a means for 
members to exchange woodworking 
ideas, tips, techniques, and sources 
on such topics as project design, 
planning, tool use, finishing, 
refinishing and joinery. To that end 
one of our members is requesting 
some help: 

“[…]Do you know if we have anyone in 
the club that does residential tree service 
in the Hurricane area?  Or is there anyone 
you suggest?  The houses are not too close 
together. (not in the city)  
  
I have a couple of trees in the yard that I 
would like cut down.  The wood would be 
free for the taking once on the ground.  If 
someone had a portable mill they could 
come setup at the house and cut it up and 
haul it off.  Or donate it to the club for the 
toy projects. (I know it would need to be 
dried.) 
  

One tree is a tulip poplar, probably 60'+ 
very straight and healthy. 
Another is just a sycamore, almost as tall. 
A few pine trees. 
And then there are other smaller trees. 
Most of the work could be done with a 
bucket truck.  Except for the Tulip poplar. 
I live at the end of a street so the road 
could be blocked as need be. 
  
I don't care if they take away the wood or 
leave it on the ground. 
My boy and I would help as much as 
possible (or stay out of the way if they 
prefer.) 
  
If you have a lead that would be great, 
feel free to forward this if that is easiest. 
  
Respectfully, 
Mike Null 
304-550-5242” 
 

If you can help out our fellow club 
member please get in contact with 
him. 

 

Show & Tell 
We love seeing what our members have been making! 

Page 2 

 

Total Recall 
Make sure your tools are safe. 

Page 6 

Community of Woodworkers 

http://valleywoodworkers.org/
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Bruce Martin: Japanese dovetail sample – 
Inspired by a Youtube video, he created a Japanese dovetail comprised of various compound miter saw cuts. 

. 

 

Byron Young: Cherry Vase and Platter. 

 Byron’s been experimenting with a flow medium to give a unique marble effect on pieces he’s made on the 
lathe. He used a simple wipe on poly for a gloss finish. 

BRING YOUR PROJECTS TO SHARE  

Show & Tell 
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Bruce Davis: Club project cutting board. 

It turned out so pretty he is hesitant to use it as a cutting surface. 

 

 

Oscar Ratliff: Club project drill press cabinet 

 Oscar presented his finished drill press cabinet. It was constructed with plywood and figured maple for the 
drawer fronts. 

 

BRING YOUR PROJECTS TO SHARE  
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Trudy Vriendt and Nancy Davidson: Club project cutting board.  

In contrast to Trudy’s cutting board Nancy’s board has 3/8” maple “blocks”. 

. 

 

 

 

 

Jerril Vance had several exciting announcements for the club during the April 

meeting. He has coordinated a woodworking weekend at The Heritage Farm & 
Museum in Huntington for this October 26-27.  Friday evening there will be a banquet 
meal, Q&A session, and presentation with Chad Stanton. Tickets for the evening are 
$40 and you must call ahead to reserve (304) 522-1244.Saturday will be an all-day 
woodworking celebration! There will be vendors, woodworkers of all disciplines 
(including woodturning, treadle and spring pole lathe, chainsaw carving, and more), 
live demos and seminars, contests, food, fun and more. Tickets to the Saturday event 
are $12 Adults, $10 Seniors, $8 Children. 

Jerril had also been busy with the creation of a new television show to be featured on 
PBS in October called the Appalachian Heritage Woodshop. In the show, Jerril 
examines Appalachian life via furniture designed for Appalachian lifestyle. 

Given the time required to make a successful television show, along with building a 
larger workshop Jerril had to unfortunately resign as a shop leader for the club.  We thank 

him for all the work he put in over the years and wish him good luck in his new endeavors.      

   

BRING YOUR PROJECTS TO SHARE  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Help support your woodworking club bring items for the monthly 
raffle!  
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MEETINGS 

 

Every 2nd Thursday 
The next meeting of the Valley Workers 
of WV will be on  

May 10, 2018 

At the club headquarters: 

300 12th St Dunbar. 

 

Eastern Black Walnut 
Black walnut is allelopathic, which means 
that it releases chemicals from roots and 
other tissues that harm other organisms and 
give the tree a competitive advantage. Black 
walnut is highly prized for its dark-colored, 
straight grained, true heartwood and the 
fruits, walnuts, are cultivated for their 
distinctive and desirable taste. 

 

  

50% 
The plant cell walls in wood are a 
composite of 50% cellulose fibers and 
30% lignin. 

  

25,000,000 
The emerald ash borer has killed and 
estimated 25 million ash trees in North 
America. 

 

  

FUN FACTS 

 Club Reminders 

 

Show and Tell: Sharing your latest project with club enhances the 

quality of meetings. We’re all looking forward to seeing what you’ve 

been working on! 

Refreshment Volunteers: Please volunteer to help the meetings 

more enjoyable. Thanks in advance! 

Club Projects: Club workshops are continuing every Monday 

evening and 3rd Saturday of the month. Join in the fun! 

Hats and T-shirts: The club still has hats and t-shirts available for 

purchase. See Peter Howell for club merchandise. 

Business Cards: A new batch of club business cards are available. 

Please take some to pass to anyone who may have an interest in the 

club. 

Toy Workshop: Most Tuesdays from 6-9. Contact Andy Sheetz for 

information. 

Upcoming Meetings:  June 14, July 12, August 9, September 13, 

October 11, November 8, December 13. 

 

Welcome New Member & Guest 

Announcements 

Old Business 

New Business 

Show and Tell 

Break Refreshments to be provided by Tim Fitzwater. 

Demonstration/Presentation 

 

May Meeting Agenda 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allelopathy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juglans_nigra
http://www.learnsteambending.com/steam-bending
http://www.wvforestry.com/eab.cfm?menucall=emp
https://www.google.com/maps/place/300+12th+St,+Dunbar,+WV+25064/@38.3591921,-81.741619,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x884f332b9df72629:0xf9250570cb021a68!8m2!3d38.3591921!4d-81.7394303
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Total Recall 
Working with tools comes with 
intrinsic safety risks. In 2017, an 
estimated 252,628 injuries were 
caused by home power tools, home 
workshop saws and manual 
workshop tools.  According to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
overexertion, poor housekeeping, 
taking shortcuts and distractions top 
the list for common causes of 
workplace accidents. However, some 
injuries were caused by 
manufacturing defects.  

Every year hundreds of 
tools are found to have 
manufacturing defects that 
result in injuries to the 

consumer. The Consumer Product 
Safety Commission announces 
recalls of products that present a 
significant risk to consumers, either 
because the product could contain a 
defect or because it violates a 
mandatory safety standard.  

Often, we buy tools and don’t bother 
registering them; registration being 
the main way a manufacturer lets a 
consumer know of possible problems 

and recalls. Some tools that are on 

the recall list that may be in your 
workshop include: 

• Festool plunge cut circular saw model 
TS 55 REQ 

• Grizzly 10-inch hybrid table saw 

• Kohler portable generators 

• Klein digital clamp meters 

• Bosch skilsaw miter saw 

• Dremel model 8050 rotary tool 

• STIHL gas-powered chain saws 

It behooves all of us to also keep 

safety first in our workshops. Check 

the list then check your tools. 
‘An ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure.’ 

 

 

The 2018 toy building has begun. We 
need everyone’s participation to make 
it a successful event once again. 

We need people to make cars, blocks, 
beavers and cradles  

There are many aspects that you could 
help with in building the toys from 
prepping the wood, pattern cutting, 
sanding, finishing, assembly and 

delivery. 

Beyond just the 
woodworking, we also need 
help finding materials to 
build the toys (wood: ash, 
white oak & fabric for the 
cradles) or donations so we 
can purchase necessary 
materials. Please give some thought 
as to who would be willing to donate 
to our worthy cause (think employers, 
friends, neighbors, family, etc.).  And 
remember all donations to the VWWV 
are tax-deductible. We also need help 
with blankets for the cradles. So, if you 
are handy with a needle, or know 
someone who is, please think about 
convincing them to help, too. 

Toys can be made during any open 
shop hours at the clubhouse, during 

the Tuesday toy workshops or of 
course, in your home workshop. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Andy Sheetz is the leader of the toy 

committee.  Contact him to participate: 

 

DAF456@yahoo.com 

304-549-4929 

 

  

Many Hands Make for Light 
Work 

Here are some websites to help you check your tools: 

https://www.cpsc.gov/ 

http://toolguyd.com/tag/tool-recalls/ 

http://wemakeitsafer.com/ 

https://toolscritic.com/recalled-power-tools/ 

mailto:DAF456@yahoo.com
https://www.cpsc.gov/
http://toolguyd.com/tag/tool-recalls/
http://wemakeitsafer.com/
http://www.cpsc.gov/
http://toolguyd.com/tag/tool-recalls/
http://wemakeitsafer.com/
http://toolscritic.com/recalled-power-tools/
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RELATED BOOKS 

 

By Terrie Noll 
T”This book is the perfect companion for any 

woodworker interested in improving their 
joint-making skills” 

 

By John Bullar 
“This comprehensive and practical book 
demystifies the all-important subject of 
choosing, designing, and cutting woodworking 
joints.” 

 

  

An Introduction to Joints 

Strong, appropriate, and well-fitting joints are one of the hallmarks of the skilled 
woodworker. Club member Brian Tucker was nice enough to give us a good primer to 
common woodworking joints during our April Meeting

 

Simple edge joint- mainly used for creating larger panels for use in such 
applications as cutting boards and cabinet doors. It is a weaker joint, 
depending solely on the strength on the glue applied to the surface area of the 
edge. 

Biscuit jointer- a fast, simple tool used to make slots in boards for biscuits to 
help align boards while creating simple edge joints. 

Spline joint -similar to a biscuit a spline aids in alignment but a spline also 
provides extra reinforcement and strength along the joint. Splines can be used 
as accent pieces when left exposed on the joint ends. The groove for the 
spline joint is often cut at the table saw. Spline joints can also be used to 
joining boards end to end. 

Simple butt joint-nails or screws can be used after the boards are aligned 
properly.  This a fast, simple, common joint used very often in carpentry. 
Dowel pins can be used to help reinforce the joint. Pocket screws are also 
used to create this joint type. 

Non-mechanically fastened joints: 
• Blind dowel reinforcement-used a lot for a shelf or divider. 

Premanufactured furniture uses this type of joinery, most commonly big box 
store furniture such as Ikea or Walmart. Some variations include exposed 
dowel and varying the angle of the dowel.  

• Mortice & tenon-Can be made with mortice machine, router or of course 
hand tools. It’s a very strong joint often used for table legs, chairs and timber 
frame construction. There is a tremendous number of variations of this joint: 

• Rabbet & Dado-The rabbet is recess or notch cut cross grain or along 
the length of a board with the two side 90 degrees to each other. It pairs 
with a dado- a square or rectangular slot cut across the grain. (A groove is 
with the grain.) commonly used in shelves 

• Dove-tail A tapered mortice & tenon joint used in guitar necks, table 
legs, boxes, drawers 

Words of wisdom for joinery: Have patience and be careful. Take your time 
and don’t rush 

https://www.amazon.com/Joint-Book-Complete-Guide-Joinery/dp/0785822275/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1525970478&sr=8-1&keywords=the+joint+book+terrie+noll
https://www.amazon.com/Complete-Guide-Joint-Making-John-Bullar/dp/1861088787/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1525970543&sr=8-1&keywords=complete+guide+to+joint+making
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Festivall 
Charleston 
June 15-26, 2018 
Charleston,WV 

“The mission of FestivALL Charleston is to 
create, produce and present vibrant arts 
experiences and entertainment opportunities, 
and also serve as a catalyst for others in the 
community to do the same.” 

http://www.festivallcharleston.com/ 

 

The International 
Woodworking Fair 
August 22-25, 2018 
Georgia World Congress Center 
 Atlanta, GA 

“One of the top woodworking trade shows in 
the world for the furniture manufacturing 
architectural woodwork, custom and general 
woodworking industries.” 

www.iwfatlanta.com 

 
Mountain State Art 
& Craft Fair 
July 4-7, 2018 
Cedar Lakes Conference Center 
Ripley, WV 

 ““The 56th Fair will feature 'An Appalachian 
Experience' of art, food, music and culture 
within five villages - The Americas, Swiss, 
German, Italian and Celtic 

http://msacf.com/ 

 

Appalachian Arts & 
Craft Fair 
 August 24-26, 2018 
King coal Beckley Auto Mall Arena 
Beckley, WV 

 “West Virginia is abundant with talent and this 
talent can be seen and purchased at the 
show.  Over 100 vendors will show and sell their 
creations.  Everything from quilts, to pottery, 
to sculptures, to wood works.”  

http://www.appalachianfestival.net/ 

 

Klingspor 
Woodworking 
Extravaganza 
October 26-27, 2018 
Hickory Metro Convention Center 
Hickory, NC 

www.woodworkingextravaganza.com 

 

Heritage 
Woodworking 
Weekend 

October 26-27, 2018 
Heritage Farm Museum 
Huntington, WV 
 
“…an exciting weekend filled with 
woodworking activities for all ages! 
Featuring Chad Stanton, Jerill Vance 
Woodworks, and many others!” 
 
https://www.facebook.com/events/2391917366
51156/ 
  If you know of any upcoming event 

that may be of interest to our 
members, please let us know!         

Clark.carin@gmail.com 

Events of Interest 

http://www.iwfatlanta.com/
http://www.woodworkingextravaganza.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Jerill-Vance-Woodworks-108158612622029/
https://www.facebook.com/Jerill-Vance-Woodworks-108158612622029/
http://www.festivallcharleston.com/events/festivall-2018
http://msacf.com/
http://www.woodworkingextravaganza.com/
http://www.iwfatlanta.com/
http://www.appalachianfestival.net/page.aspx?id=971
https://www.facebook.com/events/239191736651156/
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Valley 
Woodworkers 

of West 
Virginia 
May 2018 

300 12th St 
Dunbar, WV  

 Valley Woodworkers of West Virginia, Inc. is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization formed 
in 1991 for individuals interested in Woodworking and serving the community through 
woodworking. Membership is open to everyone interested in woodworking as a hobby 
or profession, regardless of skill level. 

The Valley Woodworkers of West Virginia Monthly Newsletter is published by 
The Valley Woodworkers of West Virginia, Inc. for the purpose keeping its 
members and affiliates informed of club activities and news. If you have a 
suggestion for an article, have an item for sale or a comment for the VWWV 
Monthly Newsletter, please email them to Carin Clark, Secretary and 
Newsletter Editor, at: clarkcarin@gmail.com 

 

Valley Woodworkers Online 

Our Website: www.valleywoodworkers.org 

 On Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/ValleyWWV 

 

 

 
 Snail-mail address: 

C/O Bruce Martin 
136 Danville Ln 
Hurricane WV 25526 

 

 

http://www.valleywoodworkers.org/
http://valleywoodworkers.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ValleyWWV/
http://weird-wood.blogspot.co.uk/

