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NOVICE TO PROFESSIONAL, JOINING TOGETHER FOR THE JOY OF WOODWORKING.  IN THIS ISSUE 

As a club we’ve had a really 
good year. So far, our 
members have learned 
about table saw safety, 
common woodworking 
joints, router planning, and 
steam beading of wood.  
Dozens of projects have 
been shared with the club 
including bandsaw boxes of 
all shapes and sizes, blankest 
chests, side tables, wooden 
toys, candlestick holders, 
platters and bowls. 

Let’s make the rest of the 
year even better! Share a skill 
you have with the club by 
giving a presentation to the 
membership, or suggest a skill 
you would like to learn, and 

perhaps we can find someone 
to come teach it to the club.  

We are only 27 weeks until 
Christmas, so that means we 
need to put our Santa’s helper 
hats on and start making toys 
for our area’s girls and boys. If 
everyone contributes a little 
bit, a lot can get done! 

 

Show & Tell 
We love seeing what our members have 
been making! 

Page 2 

 

Shop update 

The club’s workshop update from our Shop 
director. 

Page 6 

2018: Going by so quickly. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Valley+Woodworkers/@38.3589893,-81.7418393,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x884f332b9cbe46ad:0x38d84b690750434b!8m2!3d38.3589893!4d-81.7396506
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Andy Sheetz: Wooden toys- He shared wooden airplanes, toy cars loving called “minis” and a tool set 

comprised of a square, a handsaw, a mallet, a chisel and a tool tray. All the toys are finished with salad bowl finish in 
case someone should decide to take a bite out of them. (Winner of the May show-n-tell gift card. You can win in 
June if you bring in your latest project!) 

 

 

 
Ed Holley: Music Boxes- He was lucky enough to score a large selection of music box windings when 

Fenton was closing a number of years.  He used some of the windings to make picture memory boxes for his friends, 
family and neighbors out of boxes he finds at Dollar General.  He also shared a wooden bandsaw box for his wife for 
Valentine’s day.  
 
 

BRING YOUR PROJECTS TO SHARE  

Show & Tell 
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Ray Witmer: Ambrosia maple wall-He talked about a project he recently completed at his 

church. A wall he decorated with true ship lapped ambrosia maple. 
 

 

 

Dan Pletska: Award- He collaborated with Amanda from Amanda’s glass to create an award to be given to Ed 

Welch who is retiring as President of UC. 
 
 

 

WE’D LOVE TO SEE WHAT YOU’VE BEEN WORKING ON 
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Trudy Vriendt Cherry bandsaw box-She shared a box she just finished, in a unique shape for some 

variety. 
 

 

 

 

• The annual club picnic is scheduled for September 22, 2018. It starts 

around 11am with food being served at 12. Allan is looking for 

suggestions for games to play besides cornhole. 

• The shop tour is tentatively scheduled for August. We’d like to see a few 

new shops, if members would be willing to open them to the tour. 

• Contact Carin if you are willing to working the Rails n Ales festival in 

Huntington. 

 

 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Help support your woodworking club bring 
items for the monthly raffle!  
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MEETINGS 

 

Every 2nd Thursday 
The next meeting of the Valley Workers of 
WV will be on  

June 14, 2018 

At the club headquarters: 

300 12th St Dunbar.

 

WV’s State Tree 
West Virginia designated the sugar maple (Acer 
saccharum) as the official state tree in 1949, after a vote 
by public school students and civic organizations.  
Sometimes called hard maple or rock maple, sugar maple 
is one of the largest and more important of the 
hardwoods. The sugar maple has a five-lobed leaf and 
produces a small wing-shaped pod. Sugar maple trees 
seldom flower until they are at least 22 years old, but they 
can also live 300 to 400 years. 

 

  

50% 
Trees trap 50% of all the sun’s energy 
caught by living organisms. 

  

30 Billion 
Approximately 30 billion board feet of 
lumber was cut in West Virginia from 
1880 to 1920, estimated to be enough 
to build a boardwalk two inches thick 
and 13 feet wide from the earth to the 
moon. 

  

FUN FACTS 

 Club Reminders 

 

 

Show and Tell: Sharing your latest project with club enhances the 

quality of meetings. We’re all looking forward to seeing what you’ve 

been working on! 

Refreshment Volunteers: Please volunteer to help the meetings 

more enjoyable. Thanks in advance! 

Club Projects: Club workshops are continuing every Monday 

evening and 3rd Saturday of the month. Join in the fun! 

Hats and T-shirts: The club still has hats and t-shirts available for 

purchase. See Peter Howell for club merchandise. 

Toy Workshop: Most Tuesdays from 6-9. Contact Andy Sheetz for 

information. 

Upcoming Meetings: July 12, August 9, September 13, October 

11, November 8, December 13. 

 

For Sale 

Steve Tracy Has white oak for sale for a couple dollars (or so) per foot.  

He estimates 25% is quarter sawn.  

June Meeting Agenda 

Welcome New Member & Guest 

Announcements 

Old Business 

New Business 

Show and Tell 

Break Refreshments 

Demonstration/Presentation 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Valley+Woodworkers/@38.3589893,-81.7418393,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x884f332b9cbe46ad:0x38d84b690750434b!8m2!3d38.3589893!4d-81.7396506
https://statesymbolsusa.org/symbol/west-virginia/state-tree/sugar-maple
https://www.wood-finishes-direct.com/blog/weird-wonderful-facts-about-wood/
https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/185
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Kelly Axe and Tool 
Company 
 The Kelly Axe and Tool Company, at 
one time the largest ax manufacturer in 
the world, operated in Charleston for 
nearly 80 years. Founder William C. 
Kelly (1849–1933) began making axes 
in Kentucky in 1874 and later moved 
operations to Indiana. Drawn to 
Charleston by the area’s transportation 

facilities and abundant natural gas, 
Kelly Axe acquired a 53-acre site 
extending west from Patrick Street on 
June 30, 1904 and constructed a 
factory complex that eventually 
included about 50 buildings. The 
manufacture of scythes began in 
January 1905, and ax production 
started shortly thereafter. The company 

later added other edged tools.  

Kelly Axe was one of the first large 
industries in the Kanawha Valley and 
for many years provided jobs for 
several hundred men and women. The 
company used some immigrant labor; 
in 1910, for example, most of the 
company’s ax grinders were natives of 

Poland or Russia. Kelly Axe became 
part of American Fork and Hoe 

Company in July 1930. In 1949, the 
company changed its name to True 
Temper, the brand name long used for 
its products. Despite name changes, 
Charlestonians continued to refer to 
the large operation as Kelly Axe. True 
Temper’s Kelly works declined after 

the mid 1960s and closed on May 28, 
1982 

 

This article is from: 

Johnson, Mary "Kelly Axe and Tool Company." 
e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia. 07 
October 2010. Web. 11 June 2018. 

https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/artic
les/1178 

 

Shop Updates  

 I would like to give you an update on 
several workshop subjects: 

If you are having difficulties with any of 
the equipment, where it is not working or 
not working properly, please let the shop 
leader or myself know about it right away 
so that we can address the 
problem.  This also applies to when you 
break something. 

The drums on the Spindle Sander are 
difficult to change; especially the larger 
drums.    I am working on a solution to 
this and should have the problem 
corrected soon.  It is sometimes difficult 
to remove the sanding sleeves from the 
rubber drums.  There are two things that 
you can do to minimize this 
problem:  Loosen the nut at the top of the 
drum when you finish to allow the rubber 
sleeve to relax.  The time required for the 
drum to relax varies from several minutes 
to several days.  Prior to installing a 
sanding sleeve, coat the rubber drum 
with talcum powder, which can be found 
on the shelves by the glue. 

The rack on the Drill Press (the long 
metal strip next to the column that has 
lots of teeth) that is used to raise and 

lower the table is not very strong.  If you 
forget to loosen the table lock and try to 
raise or lower the table, the  rack will 
bend and have to be replaced.  A new 
rack is about $75 and requires two or 
three big burley men to change.  Not 
much fun!  Please remember to loosen 
the table lock prior to raising or lowering 
the table. 

The Fein shop vac would not turn on last 
Monday evening.  An inspection of the 
equipment showed that the electric cord 
had been pulled loose from one of the 
terminals in the plug.  Please remember 
to unplug tools by pulling on the plug and 
not the cord.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have noticed that the Sawdust 
Makers working in the workshop 
are having a lot of 
fun.  Great!  Keep it up.  Please 
let me know if I can help you with 

anything. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Peter Howell 

Treasurer and Workshop Director 

Valley Woodworkers of West Virginia 

23 Edgewood Drive 

Hurricane, WV  25526 

304.757.3997 (Home/Office) 

304.550.2195 (Cell) 

 

  

https://maps.google.com/?q=West+Virginia+23+Edgewood+Drive+Hurricane,+WV+25526&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=West+Virginia+23+Edgewood+Drive+Hurricane,+WV+25526&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=West+Virginia+23+Edgewood+Drive+Hurricane,+WV+25526&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=West+Virginia+23+Edgewood+Drive+Hurricane,+WV+25526&entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/1178
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RELATED BOOKS 

 

By Jonathan Benson 
“Learn the basic methods for bending wood in 
this comprehensive guide that includes bending 
green wood, bending with heat or steam, 
bending panels and laminations” 

 

By Zachary Taylor 
“You don’t need expensive machinery or exotic 
hand tools—just apply these proven techniques to 
your favorite projects” 

 

Rockler steam bending kit(Above) Steam bent 
items: Coat rack & Chairs. (below) 

  

An Introduction to Joints 
Steam Bending Wood 

 
During our May meeting, Peter Howell presented a very thoughtful 
demonstration of steam bending wood. Some tidbits he shared include: 

• There are many applications for steam-bent wood. It is found quite 
often in chairs. 

• There are various types of steamers, produced by various 
manufacturers- wooden box, PVC pipe. Electric steam, propane 
heated steam. 

• Wood that work best for steam bending include: greenwood, air 
dried hardwoods, rived wood and straight grained wood.  Wood to 
be avoided when steam bending includes kiln dried hardwoods, 
softwoods, topical woods, figured wood and wood with grain 
runout. 

• Steam the wood at around 212 degrees Fahrenheit for one hour for 
every inch of wood. 

• Over-steaming can cause the wood to become brittle and hard to 
work with. 

• Bend the wood about 5% smaller radius to allow for spring back. 

• Have an average 10-minute work time after removing the wood 
from the steamer. 

• Takes about 1 week for the piece to dry to a 7-8% moisture 
content. 

 
If you are interested in reading more about steam bending here are Peter’s sources: 

 
• 7 Secrets of Steam-Bending:  Fine woodworking, Jan/Feb 2014, pages 62-

69 
• Free Form Steam-Bending:  Fine Woodworking, Oct 2007, pages 96-98 
• The Basics of Steam Bending:  Woodsmith, Vol 36 / No. 216, pages 31, 42-

43 
• Steam Bending Gear:  American Woodworker, Sept 2003, page 10 
• Taking the mystery out of Steam-Bending:  Fine Woodworking, May/June 

2001, pages 78-83 
 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Woodworkers-Guide-Bending-Wood-Woodworking/dp/1565233603/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1528986348&sr=8-1&keywords=bending+wood+jonathan+benson
https://www.amazon.com/Benders-Handbook-Taylor-Zachary-Paperback/dp/B008CMA0V2/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1528986384&sr=1-2&keywords=wood+benders+handbook+zachary+taylor
https://www.amazon.com/Rockler-Bending-Bentwood-Carryall-Download/dp/B005DQJYLW/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1528986419&sr=8-1&keywords=rockler+steam+bending+kit
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Festivall 
Charleston 
June 15-26, 2018 
Charleston,WV 

“The mission of FestivALL Charleston is to 
create, produce and present vibrant arts 
experiences and entertainment opportunities, 
and also serve as a catalyst for others in the 
community to do the same.” 

http://www.festivallcharleston.com/ 

 

The International 
Woodworking Fair 
August 22-25, 2018 
Georgia World Congress Center 
 Atlanta, GA 

“One of the top woodworking trade shows in 
the world for the furniture manufacturing 
architectural woodwork, custom and general 
woodworking industries.” 

www.iwfatlanta.com 

 
Mountain State Art 
& Craft Fair 
July 4-7, 2018 
Cedar Lakes Conference Center 
Ripley, WV 

 ““The 56th Fair will feature 'An Appalachian 
Experience' of art, food, music and culture 
within five villages - The Americas, Swiss, 
German, Italian and Celtic 

http://msacf.com/ 

 

Appalachian Arts & 
Craft Fair 
 August 24-26, 2018 
King coal Beckley Auto Mall Arena 
Beckley, WV 

 “West Virginia is abundant with talent and this 
talent can be seen and purchased at the 
show.  Over 100 vendors will show and sell their 
creations.  Everything from quilts, to pottery, 
to sculptures, to wood works.”  

http://www.appalachianfestival.net/ 

 

Klingspor 
Woodworking 
Extravaganza 
October 26-27, 2018 
Hickory Metro Convention Center 
Hickory, NC 

www.woodworkingextravaganza.com 

 

Heritage 
Woodworking 
Weekend 

October 26-27, 2018 
Heritage Farm Museum 
Huntington, WV 
 
“…an exciting weekend filled with 
woodworking activities for all ages! 
Featuring Chad Stanton, Jerill Vance 
Woodworks, and many others!” 
 
https://www.facebook.com/events/2391917366
51156/ 
  If you know of any upcoming event 

that may be of interest to our 
members, please let us know!         

Clark.carin@gmail.com 

Events of Interest 

http://www.iwfatlanta.com/
http://www.woodworkingextravaganza.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Jerill-Vance-Woodworks-108158612622029/
https://www.facebook.com/Jerill-Vance-Woodworks-108158612622029/
http://www.festivallcharleston.com/
http://www.iwfatlanta.com
http://www.appalachianfestival.net/
http://msacf.com/
http://www.woodworkingextravaganza.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/239191736651156/
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Valley 
Woodworkers 

of West 
Virginia 
June 2018 

300 12th St 
Dunbar, WV  

 Valley Woodworkers of West Virginia, Inc. is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization formed 
in 1991 for individuals interested in Woodworking and serving the community through 
woodworking. Membership is open to everyone interested in woodworking as a hobby 
or profession, regardless of skill level. 

The Valley Woodworkers of West Virginia Monthly Newsletter is published by 
The Valley Woodworkers of West Virginia, Inc. for the purpose keeping its 
members and affiliates informed of club activities and news. If you have a 
suggestion for an article, have an item for sale or a comment for the VWWV 
Monthly Newsletter, please email them to Carin Clark, Secretary and 
Newsletter Editor, at: clarkcarin@gmail.com 

 

Valley Woodworkers Online 

Our Website: www.valleywoodworkers.org 

 On Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/ValleyWWV 

 

 

 
 Snail-mail address: 

C/O Bruce Martin 
136 Danville Ln 
Hurricane WV 25526 

 

http://www.valleywoodworkers.org/
http://valleywoodworkers.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ValleyWWV/about/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/421508846368890384/

