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Our Legacy
by Jason Brown

Last weekend, I picked up a Rockwell
Unisaw that belonged to Carin’s father. It
was purchased new in 1984 and had seen
some use, but certainly not excessive or
commercial use. And one day came about
25 years ago when it was covered with a
tarp and, unbeknownst to him, he would
never use it again. When I finally got
around to picking it up, I found it had been
moved from the spot it sat in for the last 25
years. Someone had removed the table
extension and fence rails, likely in an effort
to regain the real estate in the vicinity of
the saw. Of course, they were missing.
The table had a white swirly coating of
wax… applied as if it were going to be
stored in the unheated garage for “just this
winter” and certainly adequate if that were
the case. But not adequate for the quarter
century that one winter became.
Significant refinishing of the casting will be
necessary.
This saw is a time capsule, placed by a
man I’ve known since I was 18, who has
forgotten more about woodworking than
I will ever know. And it speaks things
that I can’t ask him anymore. But it

leaves unanswered questions. Why did
someone disassemble it recently like it
was scrap metal? Why did running a
farm get in the way of his lifetime love of
woodworking? Why didn’t he clean it off
the next spring and bring it back to life?
All of this has me questioning what the
legacy of our skills will be. Will we pass
these skills on? What about our tools
and equipment? Is there a plan in place
to see the tools of our trade to a new
generation eager to learn, use, and
cherish them? Or will they be sent to an
auction and scattered to the four winds,
or worse… will they be sent to a
scrapyard?
What about the things we make? Will
they be cherished, or will they fall into
the hands of the unappreciative who
allow the feeling and meaning of our
work to be lost while the piece itself is
physically neglected or destroyed.
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The Janka Test
We’re all familiar with the terms “hardwood”
and “softwood” but how is the hardness of wood is
measured? The Janka test calculates the hardness of
wood. The scale was invented in 1906 by Gabriel
Janka, an Austrian wood researcher, and
standardized in 1927 by the American Society for
Testing and Materials (ASTM).The test measures the
force required to push a steel ball with a diameter of
11.28 millimeters (0.444 inches) into the wood to a
depth of half the ball’s diameter.

ability of wood species to withstand denting and
wear. It is also a good indicator of how hard a species
is to saw or nail. Generally speaking, the higher the
number on the scale, the harder and more scratch
resistant the wood.

The hardness of wood usually varies with the
direction of the grain. If testing is done on the surface
of a plank, with the force exerted perpendicular to
the grain, the test is said to be of “side hardness.”
Side hardnesses of a block of wood measured in the
direction of the tree's center (radially), and on a
tangent to the tree's rings (tangentially), are typically
very similar. End testing is also sometimes done (that
is, testing the cut surface of a stump would be a test
of end hardness).
The Janka test is one of the best measures of the

VWWV Safety Training
A safety training class will be held July 18 - 22. If you
are interested in attending this class, please email Peter
Howell (phowell@markfive.com). There are a limited
number of spaces available. They are available on a first
come – first served basis.
The class will be held at the Clubhouse from 6:00 pm
to 9:00 pm on Thursday, July 18; Friday, July 19 and
Monday July 22; and from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm on

Saturday July 20th. Note that if the class is large, the
training may extend past Monday evening. This training
is comprehensive and covers all of the tools and
equipment in the workshop. If you study the operating
and safety procedures on our website, you will do well in
the class. Upon successful completion of this training,
you will be eligible to become a Sawdust Maker and
participate in workshop projects such as the Salvation
Army Toy Project and Club Projects.
There is no charge for this training.

REMEMBER ALL OPERATING AND SAFETY
PROCEDURES CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE.
http://valleywoodworkers.org/safety-test/
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MEETINGS

Meeting Agenda

Every 2nd Thursday
The next meeting of the Valley Workers
of West Virginia will be on

June 13, 2018
At the club headquarters:

300 12th St Dunbar.
FUN FACTS

Talking Trees?
Willow trees, when threatened by
pests, will emit a chemical warning to
other trees in their vicinity.

50%

Welcome New Member & Guest
Announcements
Items for sell/trade
Old Business
New Business
Show and Tell
Break Refreshments to be provided by Ken Swiger
Demonstration/Presentation

Club Reminders
Show and Tell: Sharing your latest project with club enhances

Trees trap 50% of all the sun’s energy
caught by living organisms.

2’
Redwood bark can be as
much as two feet thick

the quality of meetings. We’re all looking forward to seeing what
you’ve been working on!

Tips & Tricks Volunteers: Please volunteer to help the
meetings more informative. Thanks in advance!

Hats and T-shirts: The club still has hats and t-shirts available
for purchase. See Peter Howell for club merchandise.

Upcoming Meetings: June 13, July 11, August 8, September 12,
October 10, November 14.

2019 Club Projects: Classes are held on Monday nights and
every 3rd Saturday.

2019 Toys: Andy is the workshop on Tuesday nights. Come help.
2019 Club Picnic: September 21 at the pavilion at Little Creek
Park

2019 Club Holiday Party: December 12 at the clubhouse
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May Show & Tell

Steve Tracey: Tools. He shared he latest yard sale finds: a T-square, a proportional scale, rulers,
and a set of Lyman radius curves.

Bruce Martin: Router Plane- Bruce shared the unboxing of a new tool he purchased.

IT’S YOUR TURN TO BRING SOMETHING
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Andy Sheetz: Scroll saw blade holder- He made this after seeing a pattern in Wood
magazine.

Kirk Rector: 3-wing Box- It’s made with curly maple, walnut and ambrosia maple for the finial.
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Bruce Davis: Urn Box- Bruce brought his Uncle Dick to the club. He made this box just like the Toyota
toolboxes, using the jigs and fixtures in Peter’s workshop. It’s ‘appropriately’ made with ash.

Kim Kerr: Toy Chest Lid- Kim brought in the top for a toy chest she is building for her kids with the hope
that members of the club would be able to help her decide on a hinge that would be safe for her kids.

WE’D LOVE TO SEE WHAT YOU’VE BEEN WORKING ON

6

VALLEY WOODWORKERS OF WEST VIRGINIA JUNE 2019

Hot Hide Glue’

7

RELATED STUFFS

Don Parker gave an interesting presentation hot hide glue during the May
meeting.
Hot hide glue is gelatin, derived from the collagen of animal skins. Hide
glue comes to the end user in dry pellet form and is used after mixing with
water and heating.
Good Attributes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Won’t slide or creep, if used without additives
Very, very strong
Does not stain wood
Cleans up with water
Behaves very well under finish
Sands well, once fully dry
Nontoxic
High heat resistance
New glue sticks to old glue
Great for filling in around inlay, when mixed with urea and sawdust
Works pretty well as a pore filler
Low or high viscosity, depending on need
Brittle or flexible, depending on need
Can sometimes use rub joints
Very good reversibility, if desired
Best thing for a glue sizing

Bad Attributes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Just overall more work to use than PVA/AR glue (i.e., yellow
woodworking glue)
It must be liquid to work as glue; short working time
Temperamental; you need to do things right or it simply isn't glue
Attractive to bacteria
It spoils
Doesn’t fill huge gaps well; the parts need to fit together
It can be overcooked, and thereby weakened
It swells the parts
When the joint fails, it sometimes just pops off
Needs both high heat and some moisture to release

Don has graciously created a summary of his presentation
for the club. It will be available on the website shortly.

Hot Glue Pot

“•

3 oz. capacity does not
waste glue!
• Conical shape of glue
chamber facilitates easy
cleaning!”

Brooklyn Tool & Craft Hide Glue
“•

192-gram strength 100%
Natural Hide Glue
• Perfect for marquetry, veneering
and beginners”
Locally, our member and club sponsor,
Charles Withrow has equipment and
wood to complete your projects.
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Events of Interest
Klingspor
Woodworking
Extravaganza
October 25-26, 2019
Hickory Metro Convention Center
Hickory, NC

2019 VWWV Club
Picnic
September 21, 2019
The Pavilion
Little Creek Park South Charleston

A time to socialize and eat in the outdoors
with your friends from the club

Wood Pro Expo
October 17-18, 2019
Warehouse at the Nook
Lancaster, PA
“…a regional show for woodworking
businesses bringing suppliers and experts
together for a localized presentation of
equipment and supply solutions.”

“Klingspor's Woodworking Shop
Extravaganza is held each year in October at
the Hickory Metro Convention Center in
Hickory, NC. The show admission is free as
well as the parking. There are show specials
plus free demos.”
www.woodworkingextravaganza.com

www.woodworkingnetwork.com/events/woo
d-pro-expo-lancaster

Heritage
Woodworking
Weekend
October 4-5, 2019
Heritage Farm Museum
Huntington, WV
“…an exciting weekend filled with
woodworking activities for all ages!”

If you know of any upcoming event that may be of interest to our
members, please let us know!
Valleywoodworkers@gmail.com
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Valley Woodworkers of West Virginia, Inc. is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization formed in
1991 for individuals interested in Woodworking and serving the community through
woodworking. Membership is open to everyone interested in woodworking as a hobby or
profession, regardless of skill level.

The Valley Woodworkers of West Virginia Monthly Newsletter is published by
The Valley Woodworkers of West Virginia, Inc. for the purpose keeping its
members and affiliates informed of club activities and news. If you have a
suggestion for an article, have an item for sale or a comment for the VWWV
Monthly Newsletter, please email them to Carin Clark, Secretary and Newsletter
Editor, at: clarkcarin@gmail.com

June 2019

Valley Woodworkers Online
Our Website: www.valleywoodworkers.org
On Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/ValleyWWV

300 12th St
Dunbar, WV

Snail-mail address:
CO

Peter Howell

VWWV Treasurer
23 Edgewood DR
Hurricane WV 25526
304-757-3997 office
304-550-2195 Cell

