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1. WARNING!  Your hands and arm can be pulled into the 
sander.  The abrasive belt can aggressively remove skin 
and bones. 

2. Minimum length of board to be sanded is 14”. 
3. Turn on air at Compressed air tank and at the inlet to the 

sander. 
4. Lower sanding table and insert the board to be sanded so 

that it is below both hold down rollers. 
5. Slowly raise sanding table so that the top of the board is 

almost touching the abrasive belt. 
6. Start conveyor. 
7. Slowly raise the sanding table until the abrasive belt just 

starts to turn.  Note that the board must be in contact 
with both hold down rollers when performing this step.  
Refeed the board as necessary until the abrasive belt 
starts to turn while the board is under both hold down 
rollers. 

8. This is the initial sanding position. 
9. Turn on the dust collector and open the blast gate. 
10. Start the abrasive belt. 
11. Start the feed conveyor. 
12. Feed the board and successive boards of the same 

original thickness. 
13. For successive passes, raise the sanding table as 

shown: 
a. 80 grit – 2-1/2 Turns Maximum 
b. 120 grit – 1 turn maximum 
c. 150 grit – 3/4 turn maximum 

14. Turn-off abrasive belt and feed conveyor. 
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15. Close blast gate. 
16. Turn of dust collector if no other machinery is using it. 

Changing the Abrasive Belt: 

1. Turn on the air. 
2. Turn the belt tension switch to “L” (Loosen) 
3. Pull the abrasive belt out. 
4. Inspect the drive roller and both idler rollers for damage 

or accumulation of debris.  If any is found, notify the 
Shop Leader for instructions on cleaning them. 

5. Insert the new belt: 
a. The direction of rotation makes no difference. 
b. It must fit between the forks of the abrasive belt 

position controller.  Failure to do so will tear the 
belt. 

c. Insert it until the top idler roller changes position.  
You will see the roller move and hear a change in 
the sound of the air at the abrasive belt position 
controller. 

6. Turn the belt tension switch to “T” (Tighten). 

Refer to the Powermatic Wide Belt Sander Standard 
Operating Procedure and Safety Rules for additional 
information. 


